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And among people and moving creatures and grazing 
livestock are various colors similarly. Only those fear 

Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge. 
Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Forgiving. 

(Surah Fatir 35:28) 
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Introduction to Ilmster 
Verily, all praise is to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help and seek His forgiveness. 
We seek refuge in Allah from the evils within our souls and the harm of our deeds. 
Whomever Allah guides, there is none to misguide; and whomever He sends astray, 
there is none to guide. I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, with no partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wassalam) is His slave and Messenger. 
 
To proceed: 
 
The Greater Toronto Area (GTA) in Ontario, Canada hosts the biggest Muslim 
population in entire North America. With Muslims over 7.7% (source: Statistics 
Canada: goo.gl/hj5gvk) of the one of the biggest and most populated city in North 
America, there is a huge potential for development of a Muslim community that can 
be looked upon as a role model in other North American cities. A huge percentage of 
the 425,000 and ever increasing Muslims is below the age of 25, making the Muslim 
Student’s Associations (MSAs) in GTA universities the biggest groups on campuses. 
With over  
 
200 mosques, 25 Islamic schools and multiple Muslim community centers, proper use 
of resources and Muslim community development is crucial in the city of Toronto.  
 
Unfortunately, a huge percentage of the Muslims mentioned above are not really 
practicing or associate themselves completely with the Deen of Islam. There is only a 
minority of that percentage that is practicing and form an active part of the Muslim 
community. If we can develop a provision through which we can reconnect the non-
practicing Muslims back to the Deen and make them active members of the 
community, the development of the Muslim community will be exponential!  
 
With this vision, on 28th April, 2012 we started Ilmster Seminars, getting it registered 
as a federal Non-Profit Corporation on November 1, 2013. One way to connect people 
back to Allah is through educating them about Allah, His Messenger (Sallallahu 
Alaihi Wasallam) and His Deen. The methodology of Ilmster Seminars is based on the 
verse of the Quran: “…Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 
knowledge...” (Surah Fatir 35:28), for verily the more someone learns about Allah, 
the more he/she will love and fear Allah.  
 
The main goal of Ilmster Seminars is to remove the “cultural” practices that conflict 
with Islam, correct people’s mistakes in religion and to raise the general Islamic 
education level in the community through offering academic crash courses in various 
sciences of Islam. Through Ilmster Seminars, we aim to make Islamic learning 
enjoyable, convenient, accessible, and practical: while using the resources 
university/college students are used to: without compromising on authenticity or the 
academic nature of course material. 
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What is Ilmster Seminars?  
According to the New Oxford American Dictionary, the suffix “—ster” denotes a 
person associated with a particular activity or thing, or possessing a particular quality. 
For example, a person involved in blogging activity is known as a "blogster".  
 
Considering the above definition, the term Ilmster would refer to a person involved in 
or associated with Ilm—knowledge.  In this context, Ilmster is a person who is 
constantly involved in studying, applying and spreading knowledge. The primary 
methodology of Ilmster is to offer comprehensive seminars on an Islamic topic that 
every Muslim needs to know. Hence given the title “Seminars”.  
 
Ilmster Seminars is the federally registered Not-For-Profit Corporation with a 
mandate to offer spiritual and personal development seminars based on the Islamic 
Faith. 
 
In the Academic year 2014-2015, Ilmster Seminars offered 10 courses in 6 different 
universities including: Ryerson University, University of Toronto Scarborough 
Campus, University of Toronto Mississauga Campus, York University, McMaster 
University, and Trent University.  

Services Offered 
Ilmster Seminars works in collaboration with the Muslim Students’ Association 
(MSAs) to offer mainly two kinds of events: 

 
Ilmster Seminars: Typically, a six-hour crash course on a topic that is needed in 
the community.  The courses are generally scheduled on Fridays from 3:00 PM to 
6:00 PM, and will cover a specialized topic intensively. The topics are chosen by 
the MSA, and will be presented by qualified Ilmster Instructors. The break-even 
ticket price for a course is $10 per person*, which includes six-hour instruction, 
professionally designed course notes, refreshments, and marketing resources for 
the course.  
*Early bird $10 valid until the day of the course. On the door, the ticket will be $15.  

 
IlmTalks: Typically, a two-hour specialized lecture on a topic that affects greater 
part of the Muslim community. Qualified instructors present a well-researched 
topic at a time mutually agreed by Ilmster and the MSA. The ticket price for an 
IlmTalk is $10 per person*, and will cover the lecture, printed lecture summary, 
refreshments, and marketing material for the IlmTalk.  
*Please refer to the finance part on page 9 for details on this pricing 
 
Customized IlmEvents: Ilmster specializes in Islamic Education. Besides the 
catalogued seminars and talks, Ilmster can work with the MSA to set up any 
educational event including conference, workshop, lecture, weekly halaqa etc. 
Ilmster can provide the MSA with the instructor, content, notes and an academic 
plan including curriculum, academic strategies. We understand that MSAs are 
pressed on finances, and work in a way that is mutually comfortable for MSA 
and Ilmster. Please talk to our Director of Outreach (contact below) to start an 
event.  
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Course Catalogue 
The Catalogue is divided into two parts: Ilmster courses and IlmTalks.  
 
Courses 
All courses are 6 hours, and include professionally designed and printed course notes, 
and refreshments. The ideal course timings are Fridays 3-9 PM, but can be negotiated.  
 

1. Fundamentals of Faith: Understanding The Essence of Islam 
 

Course Instructor: Abdul Malik Mohammad 
 
Course Overview: What is faith? What is the meaning of worship and why do we do 
it? Who is Allah? This seminar covers these simple but profound questions in the light 
of the Oneness of God, a foundational concept to which everything in Islam branches 
from. We also cover the beautiful Names and Attributes of Allah, a topic that will 
change your perspective of Allah, the world and yourself. 
 

2. Believe In the Lord: Explaining Islam 
 

Course Instructor: Abdul Malik Mohammad 
 
Course Overview: This seminar equips you with the simple knowledge needed to 
effectively invite someone to Islam. Topics covered include The Purpose of Life, 
How to Prove the Prophethood of Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and How to Prove that the Quran 
is from Allah. The seminar is packed with tips and techniques that have been proven 
to work time and time again. The course presents an academic discussion on 
Prophethood, Atheism, Quran, Science and Evolution. This is not just a regular 
Dawah course; rather it is a faith boosting system that is effective for both Muslims 
and Non-Muslims. 
 

3. Cover to Cover:  Bird’s Eye View of the Quran (Earliest booking 
available in November) 
 

Course Instructor: Aarij Anwer 
 
Course Overview: The Quran is the speech of Allah and is a book of guidance for 
humankind. However, a good portion of the Muslim population does not understand 
the language of the Quran, and few have undertaken the journey to comprehend it. In 
this course, a comprehensive insight into the entire Quran will be provided by helping 
the audience understand the structure of the Quran as well as summary of all the 
Surahs (chapters) of the book. Lastly, the course will end with the practical 
application of the Quran in our lives as it was done by the Messenger of Allah(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
This course will leave the audience connected with the book of Allah and able to 
understand the structure and the overview of the Quran while making it applicable in 
everyday lives.  
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4. The Laws of Attraction: Gender Relations in Islam 
 

Course Instructor: Sheikh Musleh Khan 
 
Course Overview: Interacting with the opposite gender is something that Muslim 
students do every single day. Some take a strict approach and avoid communication as 
much as possible, while others are very relaxed and assume “we’re just friends”. In 
this seminar, our respected instructor Sheikh Musleh Khan teaches us the true Islamic 
etiquettes of interacting with the opposite gender. Topics include: Professional 
relationships like your job or the MSA, lowering the gaze, touching the opposite 
gender (handshakes and hi-5s), guidelines of being alone with the opposite gender, 
and how to pull yourself out of a “not so Halal” relationship. 
 

5. Prescription From Heaven: Understanding Prayer 
 

Course Instructor: Abdul Malik Mohammad 
 
Course Overview: Every Muslim is given the blessing of being able to connect with 
Allah. Surely, a true connection with the Creator should be one of meaning, awe, and 
love. Sometimes we feel like our prayers have become a series of empty movements, 
making them difficult to keep up. Through this course, we go through the beautiful 
meanings of the prayer. Topics include: Why do we begin with “Allahu Akbar”?, 
what is the significance and meaning of Surat Al Fatiha - a Surah that God tells us to 
recite at least 17 times a day, and what are the correct ways of praying like our 
beloved Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. We also go through the common mistakes that people 
make, and how to correct them. Prepare to completely transform your prayer and 
nurture your connection with Allah. 
 

6. Love Is In The Air: Footsteps Towards Marriage (Earliest booking 
available in November) 
 

Course Instructor: Sheikh Musleh Khan 
 
Course Overview: A topic that occupies the minds of many Muslim men and 
women. The struggle of getting an education and practicing Islam with the intention 
of finding the right “Special Someone” is not an easy task for most students. In this 
seminar, we will learn about the essence and wisdoms of marriage. We will discover 
how to become ready, look for, and take that initial step to building an everlasting 
relationship with the love of your life. 
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Ilmtalks 
All Ilmtalks are 2 hours, and include a professionally designed and printed lecture 
summary, and refreshments. The talks are specialized in the field and offer privileged 
content    

 
1. Peace of Mind: Depression and Faith 

 
Lecturer: Abdul Malik Mohammad 
 
Topic Overview: This seminar covers the sensitive and widely misunderstood 
concept of depression and mental illness in the light of Islam and modern psychology. 
Everyone feels sadness from time to time, but for those who develop depression 
(usually accompanied by it’s not so friendly sidekick Anxiety), it is a very difficult 
and lonesome struggle which many a time affects faith, family life, and work. Stigma 
and lack of knowledge from family and friends makes it difficult for those who are 
depressed to reach out, unfortunately resulting in undue suffering for many. In this 
seminar we draw the line between sadness and clinical depression. We learn 
techniques for how to get help and cope with mental illness through the guidance of 
the Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and modern Psychology. 
 

2. Set Free: Modesty, Porn and Sexual Urges 
 

Lecturer: Abdul Malik Mohammad 
 
Topic Overview: Living in a hypersexual society is not easy for Muslim students. 
Our daily lives are filled with unavoidable glances of indecency and lustful images. 
Unfortunately, many Muslim youth are exposed to pornography at such a young age 
only to leave them addicted and ashamed in adulthood. It becomes increasingly 
difficult to lead a modest lifestyle without giving in to temptation and societal 
pressure. This seminar covers several topics including practical steps for overcoming 
porn addiction, gender roles, dealing with sexual desires and modesty.  
 

3. What the Hell!? Salvific Exclusivity and The Wisdom Behind 
Hell-fire in Islam 
 

Lecturer: Aarij Anwer 
 
Topic Overview: How can a Most Merciful God punish people in hell for simply not 
believing? Is the concept and horrors of hell justified? These kind of intriguing 
questions are far too common in this day and age. Contrary to the popular belief, the 
concept of hell fire is a manifestation of Allah’s Mercy, and a means of purification. 
In this Ilmtalk, an objective, academic (and non-scary!) outlook on hell-fire will be 
presented which will help Muslims and non-Muslims appreciate the Blessings and 
Justice of Allah for having created the Hell-Fire.  
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Procedures 
 
Ilmster Seminars is designed to hold the Courses or Ilmtalks in total collaboration 
with the Muslim Students’ Association of universities. Booking an Ilmster course at 
your university campus is fairly simple. The procedure is highlighted below:  
 

1. Agreement: The MSA agrees to collaborate with Ilmster for an event 
 

2. Select a course: From the catalogue presented above, the MSA selects a 
course or Ilmtalk that they would like to host.  

a. Ilmster can make accommodation for an IlmTalk topic that is not 
mentioned in the catalogue. If the MSA would like to make any 
suggestion, we are open to it!  
 

3. Choosing a date: The MSA can email outreach@ilmster.com with a course 
request and potential dates for the course. Our outreach coordinator will 
coordinate a date that works with the Ilmster and MSA team.  
 

4. Book a venue: The MSA will have to book a venue for the course. The venue 
should include presentation facility and a clip-on microphone. 

  
5. Marketing: Ilmster will start a marketing campaign in collaboration with the 

MSA, as marketing is the joint responsibility. We will provide the MSA with 
all the resources needed for marketing the course.  

 
6. Day of the course: Ilmster will take care of all the setup, registration, 

logistics, cleanup and refreshments for the course. The MSA is welcome to 
take active part in all the logistics, but is not a requirement from them.  

 
7. Aftermath: Ilmster and MSA will conclude the agreement and settle any 

finances. We will also discuss future possibilities of collaborations and 
exchange ideas.  

What about the finances? Where does the money go?  
 
Courses:  
The standard course fee is $10 per student per course. The course will include 6-hours 
in class instruction, professionally designed course notes, and refreshments.  
The fees will be split in the following format: 
 

− 50% Course development and delivery including honorariums and 
research 

− 50% Administrative Charges including course notes, marketing material, 
refreshments and other costs.  

 
IlmTalks:  
The standard Ilmtalk fee is $10 per person. The ticket price includes 2 hour in class 
instruction, printed summary of the talk, and refreshments. After covering the costs of 
the class including the honorarium, printing and other expenses, Ilmster will split the 
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profits with the MSA in the following manner:  
− For less than 100 attendees: Ilmster gets 70% and MSA gets 30% of the 

profits 
− For more than 100 attendees: Ilmster and MSA share 50% of all profits.  

  
Scholarships will be available as an incentive and financial support, with decisions 
regarding eligibility upon the sole discretion of the Ilmster Treasurer. 

What will the MSA get?  
Ultimately, the greatest benefit comes from Allah but Alhamdulilah, there are 
practical benefits of this collaboration as highlighted below: 
 

ü Host and Ilmster Seminars both achieve recognition for teaching Islamic 
knowledge at a professional and university level.  
 

ü Both organizations help to improve the Muslim community environment.  
 

ü Practical, authentic and accurate Islamic knowledge is taught in order to 
clarify misconceptions and misunderstandings within the subject area and to 
provide Islamic knowledge to enhance the spiritual life of Muslims.  

 
ü A network of cooperation and understanding is formed between the two 

organizations.  
 

ü Muslim university students who are not involved in the Muslim Students’ 
Association (host) or any other Islamic extra-curricular activities are given a 
chance to learn their religion in a common environment.  

 
ü A wider audience is reached as a result of the collaboration and thus more 

Muslims are given the opportunity to learn Islam at an academic setting.   
 

ü Muslims form a network with the host and get recognition. 
 

ü 30-50% of the net profit share for the IlmTalks 

Contact:  
For questions and scheduling Ilmster Courses or Ilmtalks, please email: 
 
Sr. Anica Chodri 
Director of Outreach 
 
Email: outreach@ilmster.com 
 
http://www.ilmster.com 
Facebook.com/ilmster 
Twitter.com/ilmster 
 
Looking forward to working with you!  
Ilmster Seminars: Making Ilm-Possible 


